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PRESIDENT’S FOREWORD

1 am greatly honoured to have been nominated by the South
of England AA, as President of the English Cross Country
Association. This is especially so when I recall the names

of many previous illustrious Presidents of the ECCA. Itis
particularly pleasant to recall Harry Hicks, who was a member
of my own club, being President in 1992-93. I should mention
that my abilities as a runner were never more than mediocre,
whereas Harry was an elite performer.

These past few months have been a dreadful time for athletics,
sport and life in general. Covid-19 has affected all of us, either
directly or indirectly. It has taken the lives of many people
before their time. So may I ask you to spare a few moments to
think of them and of all those caring for them?

Now that lock-down conditions are easing, we can, hopefully, look forward to some resumption of
activity, although T suspect that activities will still not be entirely back to normal. Let us hope that
an effective vaccine and better treatments can be produced.

At the time of writing, 1 believe the Area and National Cross-Country Relays remain scheduled to

take place on their respective dates in October. The Area main championships are programmed, as

usual, for the end of January. The “National” and the CAU have swapped places for 2021 with the
CAU taking place in February and the “National” on 6th March at Parliament Hill. T look forward
to meeting many of you there.

Cross-country competition cannot take place without the assistance, dedication and hard work of
a lot of people and organisations. Venues have to be found and courses devised and marked out
Entries have to be processed before the day and results produced after the race. On the day, teams
of officials are needed at start and finish, and numbers of marshals are required around the course.
[ would like to pay tribute to every volunteer involved at any level from grass-roots to National
championships.

The national championships of most sports tend to only involve elite competitors. We are fortunate
that, in cross-country, average club runners have the opportunity to test themselves against the best.
Cross-country is truly a great sport in which so many competitors are able to participate.

Chris Stott
Barnet & District AC
ECCA President 2020 2021



